
This will be a brief newsletter to high light the 

conference, and to let you all know there will be 

the results of the survey sent separately as soon 

as Pauline Murphy has time to finish them. 

Pauline and I have spent 2 days going over your 

replies and a very big thank to those who 

responded. It has been a very worthwhile exercise 

but very time consuming. There are a lot of 

positive suggestions we can use to benefit what 

the Trust stands for. Thank you also to those who 

have volunteered to become trustees, that in itself 

is a very positive thing.   

Irene Collins is finally giving up after so many 

years of coping with us all and a huge thank you to 

her too for all her efforts in helping the Trust run 

smoothly 

Howard le Couteur has agreed to take over from 

Richard Simpson as treasurer. Richard has 

returned the Trust to a very good financial level. 

We will miss him as well, and thank you Richard 

for all your time and efforts.    

The conference in Cromwell and Queenstown 

last month was a great time for us all to catch up 

and enjoy the magnificence of Central Otago.  A 

huge thank you to Jane Falconer and Mike Henry 

for the time in organizing the whole event. We 

were both lucky and unlucky weather wise. 

Queenstown airport being closed when so many 

were trying to fly in but there were beautiful 

autumn days on the other days. It was great to 

see Suzanne Porter head of the Taranaki Arts 

Festival Trust endorsing the NZGT brand with her 

presence. The pre tour to the Maniototo we 

visited Jolendale Park in Alexandra where we 

were lucky to meet Dr Enny Manning who with 

her husband Jolyon established the park in 1961. 

The objective was to see what would grow in 

these extreme weather conditions of intense 

dryness throughout the summer (classed as semi 

arid) with little rain and the bitterness of winter 

with harsh frosts and often out of season frosts. 

Add to that schisty rocky soils, and hordes of 

rabbits, plants need to be tough!  It was 

interesting to see what trees grew well.  The initial 

plantings being made by the NZ Forest service of 
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many Pinus varieties  Cupressus Arizonica, Ulmus 

pumila, Betula, Aescules and Ecalyptus gunni & 

paciflora,  Cedrus atlantica and deodara,  Abies 

pinsapo, conclors & magnifica,  Larix, Arbutus and 

Fraxinus, all growing well.  Morning coffee was at 

the old Ophir Pitchers Store with old memorabilia 

of ancient prisons and post office, all exactly as it 

was so many years ago! 

Lunch at Clachanburn was a real treat. Beautiful 

smoked venison supplied by the farm, and warm 

reception from Jane Falconer and her team of 

helpers. The ponds at Clachanburn are wonderful 

and the views on a good day would have been 

superb. Jane gardens with exotics which she feels 

copes with her climate better than any of our 

indigenous plants. 

A trip to St Bathans was the next stop, to see 

Cambrian Common Forest and meet Bob de 

Berry.  This is an arboretum with massed plantings 

of colchicums and I think one of the biggest oak 

trees I have ever seen. Dinner was with Tim 

Cadogan Mayor of Central who was more than 

enthusiastic about his district! 

 The Wanaka day was a very special time, 

beginning with a visit to Jo Wakelin’s garden just 

outside Cromwell. Jo is a lecturer at the Otago 

Ploytech which has a branch in Cromwell and her 

interest is very much about gardening with no 

irrigation in the summer. It was an eyeopener and 

so interesting to see. Jo uses a lot of shingle and 

wonderful rocks to hold down moisture and 

selects plants both indigenous and exotics from 

similar climates around the world. She has a real 

eye for colour combinations, and soft plantings 

which blended so well into her landscape.  
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Allanah and Duncan McRae at Alpha Burn Station 

at Glendu Bay was the next stop. This is in one of 

the most spectacular autumn scenery places in 

New Zealand. It was wonderful to see Allanah’s 

enthusiasm for her garden originally planted by 

her mother in law.  She is making her own mark 

with her own ideas which was wonderful to see. 

The size of her vegatables were unbelievable! 

John and Kate Coe’s garden in the middle of 

Wanaka with a huge selection of excellent plants 

was the lunch stop. John was a nurseryman with a 

passion for the change of seasons and his garden 

reflected that. His knowledge and plant 

associations were second to none. Kate loved her 

perennials and was generously giving little 

bundles of her favourites to anyone who wanted 

them 

Jan and Allan Gellespie’s garden on the way to 

Lake Harwea overlooking Lake Wanaka was a 

lesson in landscaping the greater landscape and 

when less is more. Huge areas of mown grass 

merging into the natural manuka stands.            

The house is only 10 years old and it all looked as 

if it had belonged there always with minimal 

clever plantings around the house.   

 

Some visited Pat Stuart whose enthusiasm for her 

garden even at her great age will never dim. It was 

a joy to see her among her treasures and old 

gardening friends. I hope I can be the same still 

loving the plant world and all the people in it. I 

feel I maybe getting there very fast! 

 

A quick stop at the whiskey distillery with tastings 

concluded a memorable day.  
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The speakers were excellent.  

Penny Cliffen spoke about the NZGT association 

with RNZIH, The NZ Notable tree register , the 

funding of the NZ plant collection private and 

public and where plants are. Murray Dawson 

complies the journal and connects with our 

younger readers.   Penny spoke of her own 

tourism business considering gardening as an art 

form to be fostered. 

Steve Newell was an inspirational and 

entertaining speaker as to how he collects seed 

for harvesting sometimes high in the mountains 

and has created a business of selling seed all over 

the world.  

Kate Cougland Owner and Editor of the hugely 

popular Life and Leisure magazine was hard hitting 

of NZ Tourism ‘s lack of support for the gardening 

world. She felt trends are towards ecco travel  and 

short break holidays are the key to domestic 

travel. There is an avoidance of great destinations 

and an increase in off the beat packages. She 

recognises the value of the NZGT brand as a 

qualmark. Her figure of 78,000 people are thinking 

of travel right now was interesting 

We all loved Sally Brown from Blueskin Nurseries. 

Her wonderful youthful enthusiasm and outright 

passion for the plant world was refreshing and 

infectious! She will be one of the next generation 

who will be recognised sooner rather than later. 

Wolfgang Bopp and Janet Cubey both gave a 

wonderful presentation of their lives so far and it 

was easy to see why Wolfgang has been 

appointed as the new director of the Christchurch 

Botanic gardens. I believe Christchurch is very 

lucky to have them both here. Janet has a Phd in 

Rhododendrons with a huge interest in botany. 

Wow what a team! 

The drive planted with Liquidamber Styraciflua 

Worplesdon at Mike and Maureen Henry’s 

garden at Chanticler with was a show stopper. 

The trees were at just the right time autumn 

colour wise and were truly magnificent. Mike has 

planted over 1000 rhododendrons, and over 40 

varieties of hydrangea, certainly scale here!   The 

woodland area is wonderful, among other aspects 

of gardens such as meadow, asian, formal, 

Mediterranean, and NZ natives. 

 

Mike had organised for us to see 2 other gardens 

in the Arrowtown area Lake Hayes Homestead 

and the peony garden, both were a joy to see.  

The next newsletter will have the survey results  

Happy gardening to you all  

For the Trustees  

Penny Zino 
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