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What an amazing difference rain can make to one’s
whole being. At the beginning of January North
Canterbury had a decent rain of 115 mls over 10 days.
It came gently so every drop has soaked in, and all
trees and plants look replenished. But the down side to
all this is that it is still January/ February and we are
having 34-37 degree days with the promise of 40
degrees next week! We will need more very soon!

Most of all we want to welcome our new members
and include this year’s assessment results, which
are tabled below.
Our most recent garden assessments were completed
at the end of 2017 and we have pleasure in welcoming
the following new members to New Zealand Gardens
Trust. Well done to the following existing gardens who
achieved a higher star category during reassessment.

I hope you all have had a very happy Christmas and
New Year, and some quiet time to gather strength for
2018!

New Gardens
The Elms /Te Papa Tauranga Garden

5

Andrew Gregg

Tauranga

Gillies Garden

5

Peter & Nellie Gillies

Wellington

Lava Glass Sculpture Garden

4

Christine Robb

Taupo

Tasman Village Cottage

4

Maria and Cameron Rodgers

Tasman

Woodend Gardens

4

Margaret and Bryon Herd

Marlborough

West Lynn Garden Inc

3

Marguerite Durling

Auckland

Whitney

3

Vivienne Peters

Marlborough

Mary's Place

5

Mary Dickson

Taranaki

Nikau Grove

5

Elsie Lind

Taranaki

Stanleigh Garden

5

Donna & Wayne Busby

Taranaki

Kowhai

4

Neil & Linda Tapsell

Taranaki

Increased Star rating

Secondly we want to encourage you all to come to the
Conference which will be held in New Plymouth earlier
this year and very much Jenny Oakley’s country. Jenny
and her team are putting in a phenomenal amount of
work so we hope you will all come and enjoy the time
in Taranaki in April

The New Zealand Gardens Trust
Conference Friday 13-15 April 2018
based in New Plymouth. We welcome you back to
'Taranaki - the Garden of New Zealand.’ Please keep these
dates free and join us on our tour of Taranaki gardens and
enjoy a wide range of speakers.
Vince Naus from Big Jim’s Garden Centre is going to speak
about ‘Trends in the Garden Centre Industry' over the last
few years. He and his wife, Ann have a remarkable garden
themselves and Vince has had a long career in horticulture
with many years working at Duncan and Davies Nurseries.
He plans to tell us some of his propagation 'Tricks of the
Trade.'
Ben Conway, Head Gardener at Ayrlies plans to tell share
with us some of his passion for 'Organic Soil Enhancement’.
Steve Ellis from the Taranaki Regional Council is going
update us on the Biosecurity/Myrtle Rust situation.
We will join Regional Gardens manager Greg Rine on a
speaker walk/talk tour of the significant new developments
at Pukeiti.
We have many more speakers who are going to add to our
garden visiting experience by speaking in the gardens as we
move around the province.
Details - Taranaki -The Garden of New Zealand.
Dates - April 13, 14, 15, and 2018.
Conference Headquarters - The Devon Hotel.
Accommodation - Devon Hotel ph. 0800843338,
email Corrina@devonhotel.co.nz, Rooms $159.00 (inc GST),
Reservation number 68260
Please note: Registration is on Friday morning, the
conference commences with a bus trip out to Pukeiti at
11.00 Friday morning for the Opening of the Conference.
Flights from the main centres all arrive in New Plymouth
airport well before this time. The taxi trip into the Hotel will
take 10-15 minutes.
The official programme concludes by 3pm Sunday to allow
for flights back out of New Plymouth airport.
We will get a more detailed programme and registration
form out to you in the next few days.
Any questions please contact Jenny Oakley,
06 274 8060, jennyoakley100@gmail.com.

Yvonne Baker: has been employed by NZGT to
do all our Facebook and Instagram work
Hi everyone, I would like to introduce myself, and tell you
how I’m helping the NZ Gardens Trust. My name is Yvonne
Baker, and some of you may already know me from a few
NZGT conferences I’ve attended in the past.
I worked at the Auckland Botanic Gardens for 7 years as
their Botanical Records and Conservation Specialist, and I’m
back there part-time as Trials Gardener. In-between I was
Production Supervisor at a wholesale plant nursery in
Whenuapai for a couple of years.
I am also on the National Executive of the Royal NZ Institute
of Horticulture (RNZIH) and I’m working with botanist
Murray Dawson on the RNZIH Plant Collections Register
project.
I have recently been contracted by the NZGT to manage
their social media, namely Facebook and Instagram.

A plea for your great garden photos please!
There is no doubt that social media has huge outreach. The
use of Facebook and Instagram provides a fabulous
opportunity for the NZGT to help you showcase your
gardens and the special plants they contain to an even wider
range of people.
So, I’m on the hunt for images of your gardens and any
information on special plants or collections you may have.
This also provides a good chance to use some of these
photos to update your profiles on the NZGT website
(www.gardens.org.nz ). With your help we can promote
your garden to a far wider audience. For example, the NZGT
recently paid to “boost a post” on the Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/New-Zealand-Gardens-Trust347903565268300 ). This was amazingly successful and
resulted in 284 likes (the norm is about 6 likes per post!) and
the post being seen by more than 3300 people from around
New Zealand (and of course the rest of the world). The
maximum people reached until then was just over 1100
people. Pictures of garden scenes are, by far, the most seen
and liked.
To help us to help you, we suggest that you provide us with
your best 10 photos of your garden, preferably taken
through the season. I am happy to receive them from a file
sharing website (such as WeTransfer) or posted as a DVD or
on a memory stick (I can always post them back to you).
Alternatively, let me know if you are happy for me to save or
share images from your own Instagram or Facebook pages.
Thank you very much to those who have already sent
photos; you may have seen me use them already in social
media

number seems to sit at a steady level. The 2017
Festival generated total spending of $5.1milllon,
slightly down on $5.8 million last year. The GDP
contribution would support the equivalent of 44 FTEs
(Full time equivalents).
For most of us taking part in the Festival, the pleasure
comes from hosting the wonderful garden visitors who
come from all over New Zealand and further afield. We
meet many interesting and knowledgeable people who
are on holiday, doing what they really enjoy i.e. visiting
gardens, which makes for a very ‘happy’ event.
This fabulous photo sent to me by Lynne Atkins of
Greenhaugh Gardens was seen by more than 1000 people!
We need to keep this momentum up, but we need your
photos please.
We are also adding horticultural events to the NZGT
Facebook page, such as flower shows, garden tours, or
events. Obviously, garden tours containing NZGT gardens
will be the most heavily promoted, but we still rely upon you
to provide us with the information of the tours. I currently
scour the back pages of the New Zealand Gardener
magazine for events but not all are advertised there, so
please do let me know if there are others that come up that
I can add in.
We hope overall to reach a far greater array of people over
different demographics, to get more people interested in
horticulture and gardening and to visit all your wonderful
gardens and support the work the Trust and the RNZIH do.
Please can any photos and accompanying information be
sent to myself yvonneb@rnzih.org.nz and Irene
nzgt@rnzih.org.nz. Looking forward to seeing your fabulous
plants and gardens!

Jenny Oakley’s Report for
Powerco Taranaki Garden Spectacular 2017
Taranaki, like most of New Zealand had an incredibly
wet winter and spring. This made preparation of
gardens for the 30th "Powerco Taranaki Garden
Spectacular” rather challenging to say the least.
Fortunately the weather improved for the Festival, in
fact it has barely rained since! The following statistics
are generated form the Business and Economic
Research Ltd (Berl) report that comes out once all the
tickets are reconciled and the survey results published.
The Festival attracted almost 3500 visitors from out of
the region. This was slightly less than 2016, but the
visitors to the region stayed longer, spent more money
and took in more gardens over the 10 day event than
in 2016. There were 51,000 garden visits, one percent
less than 2016. The out of town visitors make up 69%
of total garden visitors. Interestingly enough this

Nelmac Garden Marlborough 2107
Nelmac Garden Marlborough hosted another
successful event in 2017 – with ticket sales growing for
the fourth consecutive year and increasing 24% on
2016. Of tickets sold, over 66% were to visitors from
outside the Marlborough region, and visitor numbers
from Auckland overtook Canterbury. The weather
during the festival was mixed but did not damped the
spirits of the people on bus tours and workshops, and
the Sunday Fete in the heart of Blenheim attracted
crowds of between 8,000-10,000.
International keynote speaker Fergus Garrett, of Great
Dixter House & Garden in the UK, proved a very
popular presenter and both his lectures received rave
reviews. Fergus himself declared Nelmac Garden
Marlborough a “World class” event, and has vowed to
return. Australian garden designer & writer, Michael
McCoy agreed, saying that “(Nelmac Garden
Marlborough) is a garden festival like no other”.
Garden Marlborough 2018 will take place 8th-11th
November, tickets on sale 1st July. To order your free
event programme go to
www.gardenmarlborough.co.nz

Fergus Garret giving his presentation in the new Theatre.

Hurunui Gardens made a small start last year to
the garden event calendar, which it is hoped to
improve on this year. There is a lot to learn, we do
have one advantage a very supportive Mayor!

Great Gardens of Britain and Ireland
from Mike Henry
In May/June 2017 we decided to visit many of the
great gardens of Britain and Ireland staying with
friends and some wonderful country B&B’s. Our first
day included Sissinghurst and Batemans, the home of
Rudyard Kipling then on to Great Dixter, Bordehill,
Nymans and others .We based ourselves in Cornwall
for 5 days and experienced more stunning gardens
created by true visionaries. Trebagh, Lost Gardens of
Heligan, Caerhays, Trelissick, Tregrehan and
Stourhead. Further north we visited Hidcote, Powis
Castle, Levens Hall with its unbelievable Topiaries
some 400 years old and, Holehird in the Lakes District.
All up we visited 35 gardens. An incredible history
comes with every garden and the huge variety of
plantings and maturity of the trees were impressive.
Caerhays holds the national collection of Magnolias
including a huge Campbellii which is the “champion”
tree. Tregrehan in Cornwall is part of the NZGT Gwavas
family and their fabulous garden includes many old NZ
native trees. Holehird holds 4 National plant
collections including meconopsis and astilbe.
From Edinburgh we joined the Botannica cruise ship
“Hebridean Sky” with 80 other garden lovers. The trip
would take us around the top of Scotland and down
the coast to Wales, N Ireland and Ireland returning to
England. We visited some remote gardens (and whisky
distilleries) which we accessed by Zodiac boats.
11gardens were in the Itinerary. At the top of the NW
of Scotland is a real wonderland “Inverewe” voted
Britain’s Best garden in 2017 and my favourite on this
trip. Mt Stewart, the home of Lady Londonnery in
Northern Ireland was a stunner too and no surprise
that it’s in the top 10 gardens of the world. Bodnant
gardens in Wales was brilliant with the Laburnum walk
at its peak. Mt Congreve in Ireland was another
favourite covering 70 acres with emphasis on mass
planting’s. In Dublin legendary TV Gardner, Monty Don

joined us and it was great to meet him and listen to his
presentation.
I may be a bit biased but, history aside, I do think that
NZ gardens are up there with the best in the world.

From Pauline Murphy
Great articles on Stuff which Pauline is so good at
ferreting out!
http://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/home-property/nzgardener/91705614/Wildflowers-around-the-world?cid=app
-android

Amazing art and horticulture combined
http://myvirtualgarden2.blogspot.com/2013/09/
mosaiculture-exhibition.html

On a sadder note two great men in
Horticulture have died.
Russell Fransham who had immense knowledge of
sub -tropical plants. So many people relied on him for
advice, he will be missed.
Bill Sykes who dedicated his life to study flora
throughout the world. He had a long history of a great
love for plants and will be missed by us all.
http://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/100380918/RespectedChristchurch-botanist-dies?cid=app-android

As the one who compiles newsletters I would be so
grateful for any interesting snippets you would like to
share. Please email me them and I will include them
next time.
For the trustees
Penny Zino

