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NZGT’s 2021 Assessment round was an exercise in uncertainty! In 
July we had the potential to visit 7 new and 31 existing gardens, but 
the lockdown, including Auckland’s extended lockdown, brought this 
number down to 23. With four Auckland-based assessors unable to 
travel, and gardens in that region (and in Northland) inaccessible, our 
assessment plans were in a constant state of flux.  
  
However, we have now managed to see some wonderful new gardens, 
including one in Auckland, one in the King Country and two in 
Marlborough.  All four of our new gardens have come into the Trust with 
five-star ratings - a first in recent times!

NORTH ISLAND GARDENS
‘The Urban Jungle’ is a tropical garden in the inner-city suburb of 
Freemans Bay, owned by Mark van Kaathoven and Gene Dillman.  
Needless to say, the garden is full of tropical and semi tropical species 
dominated by palms and bromeliads. The plants provide horizontal 
and vertical cover and stray onto the house roof and out onto the road 
berm. The extensive landscaping of surrounding public spaces is part of 
Auckland’s Greenways initiative. 

Originally, the assessors were looking forward to visiting 
nine gardens (including three new) located in the Waikato, 
Taupō and Bay of Plenty. After months of changing plans 
(flights/car hire/accommodation), all but one of these 
were postponed until 2022.  

Tony Barnes managed to visit Bradleys Garden in 
Taumarunui in December. Owned by Melana and Simon 
Bradley, this is a five-acre garden of ‘original and striking’ 
rooms, where Tony especially noted the wedding 
ceremony area, framed by a Thuja hedge, and the 
sunken amphitheatre. The photo to the left shows the 
amphitheatre with its limestone terraces.

Pauline Murphy and Rob Watson were able to tour Taranaki gardens. A wicked storm the day before the 
planned visit had Valda at Te Kainga Marire on the phone, expressing concern about the number of fern fronds 
scattered all over the garden and her fear that they couldn’t be cleaned up in time. She was up early clearing on 
the day of the visit and her garden was declared ‘better than ever’.
  
Potential assessment visits in Palmerston North, Wellington and Nelson were postponed early on because of 
the difficulty in getting appropriate assessors to the regions. There were also limited gardens from these areas 
on the roster this year. The costs of our visits have to be considered and we try hard to group gardens together 
within a region. We look forward to developing a full itinerary across the country later this year!

The Urban Jungle, Auckland

Bradleys Garden, Taumarunui

REMINDER!!  UPDATE YOUR LISTING! 
While you’re checking out all these website links to our amazing new gardens, please take the opportunity to 
look at your own listing and make sure everything’s up to date - admission charges, opening times, location, 
and images - just send in any changes you need made to Julie: nzgt@rnzih.org.nz.

https://gardens.org.nz/auckland-gardens/the-urban-jungle/
https://gardens.org.nz/ruapehu-gardens/bradleys-garden/
https://gardens.org.nz/auckland-gardens/the-urban-jungle/
mailto:nzgt%40rnzih.org.nz.?subject=


SOUTH ISLAND GARDENS
Rob Watson assessed three gardens 
in the Blenheim area, including 
two new gardens: a lovely country 
garden called ‘Eliza’s Garden Cottage’, 
submitted by NZGT Chair Wendy 
Palmer and the very formal Italianate 
‘Longfield’ garden submitted by Rob 
and Lynne Hammond. This photo 
(right) shows how the planting 
reinforces the coherence of Rob and 
Lynne’s design concept for Longfield.

Wendy Palmer’s new garden, Eliza’s Garden Cottage is being lovingly 
restored with the aim of honouring its historic horticultural origins 
while realising her thirty-year dream of creating a Cardiocrinum forest. 
The image to the left is testament to that development.

The other Marlborough garden assessed was the perennial favourite 
‘Winterhome’ at Kekerengu, an ongoing tribute to the original designer, 
the late Susie Macfarlane. Her husband Richard and their adult children 
now run the property.

Paul Roper-Gee and Renee Davies had no new gardens to visit in 
Canterbury, but the existing gardens all maintained their high standards. 
Stoneycrop, belonging to Helen and Brian Coker, deservedly moved up a 
star.  Updates and photos of the many and varied plant species in their 
maturing garden are often shared by these passionate gardeners on the 
Trust’s Facebook page.

The final region visited was Otago/Southland. Pauline and Dylan 
assessed the Orokonui Ecosanctuary and three lovely Southland Parks: Bannerman Park, the Gore Public 
Gardens and Queens Park in Invercargill. The sanctuary is a must visit for all, including eco-inspired visitors. The 
three public parks have huge old trees and well laid-out, interesting planting.  

The constantly improving quality of the gardens we assessors visit, continues to amaze us. No two gardens are 
alike. Each has a special quality which we relish.  The opportunity to wander through spaces that reflect their 
owners’ creativity and originality, that showcase their understanding of planting design, is a treat for us (and 
the public) to enjoy. 

Thank you to all garden owners, including those we did not manage to visit in 2021. We understand your 
disappointment if we were not able to get to your property but thank you for your patience and we look 
forward to visiting you this year. Thanks also to the Assessors who remained patient and flexible throughout, 
and particularly to Pauline and Rob who undertook more than their share of the 2021 assessments. We 
would also like to thank Julie, Trust Manager, who managed multiple visit changes with her usual patience, 
competence and good humour.                                                                                                           

Jan Woodhouse
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https://gardens.org.nz/marlborough-gardens/elizas-garden-cottage/
https://gardens.org.nz/marlborough-gardens/longfield/
https://gardens.org.nz/marlborough-gardens/elizas-garden-cottage/
https://gardens.org.nz/christchurch-canterbury-gardens/stoneycrop/

