
CONFERENCE 2020 13 - 15 MARCH
LYNNE ATKINS, owner of Greenhaugh Gardens and conference organiser writes:

“Two years of intensive planning with Janet and Gordon, beautiful and interesting well established gardens, good 
food plus lots of fun on the side - the recipe for a smooth running, stress free and successful conference, thank-
fully squeezed in before Covid-19 stopped us in its tracks. We were well pleased with the attendance - thanks 
for your support everyone, and thank you again to those of you who were invaluable in pulling the Conference 
together. The weather was the final jewel in the crown,”

DAY 1 - PALOMA 

Trustee, Penny Zino reports on the gardens visited on the 
Friday and Saturday:

Who would have thought within a week of those superb 
days in Palmerston North for conference, New Zealand 
would be in lock down and we are all required to stay 
at home! It makes the memories very precious. It was 
such a happy 2 ½ days, beautiful weather. Registrations 
topped 90 + with lots of younger enthusiasts, 2 full 
buses and happy chatter amongst old gardening friends. 
To me it was one of the best and I feel sure it was the 
length of time was an important factor. I managed to 
fly in on the morning it all began so it was only 2 nights’ 
accommodation which makes a huge difference. 

PALOMA
Paloma the garden of Clive and Nicky Higgie was a huge 
lesson for me in unusual plants, many of which seemed 
subtropical which is always a learning curve for someone 
who comes from frosty climates! This was a profusion of 
exotic and native cleverly combined. On a hillside with 
lots of paths creating inquisitive walks, a large pond with 
a cleverly arched bridge, and a bamboo plantation that 
required you to stop and ponder at the enormous thick 
green stems stretching to the sky, it was fascinating 
(see photo top right)
Lunch was served from the tea house in the lower 
garden (see photo bottom right)

Our organisers in action, photos left to right: Lynne (right) with sister Katie (centre) and friend Glorianne hosting the 
Greenhaugh lunch, Gordon with our fabulous speaker Dan and wife Peggy, and Janet (who never stayed still enough 
for a photo..) getting lunch ready at Paloma! 

Light at the end. Photo credit: Mitch Graham

Ten Stars Photo credit: Lynne Atkins
Jan Woodhouse and Angela Spooner lunching at Paolma



DAY 1 - WESTOE - CACCIA BIRCH HOUSE - CONFERENCE OPENING

WESTOE
Next stop was Westoe,the garden now owned by Gail and 
Rupert Laurie, but originally planted by Jim and Diana 
Howard some 50 years ago.  I had always heard how 
wonderful this garden was and I was not disappointed! 
The long drive and glimpse of the historic house will be 
a treasured memory for a very long time. The garden sits 
on the edge of an escarpment, so the views of the distant 
mountains are superb and enhanced by its position so well 
thought out by Jim and Diana. I loved seeing exceptional 
trees in their prime, underplanted with cyclamen and the 
red Haemanthus coccineus, such a stunning plant. Gail 
and Rupert graciously invited us to see inside their home 
which everyone appreciated enormously.

Westoe. Photo credit: Gordon Collier

Jim and Diana Howard with Gordon Collier at Westoe

CACCIA BIRCH HOUSE
Here we were greeted by Trish Keiller a descendant of 
the Caccia Birch family, who gave us some background 
to its history. The house and garden were situated 
on the banks of the Hokowhitu Lagoon, and had the 
biggest Liriodendron tree I have ever seen. Champagne 
and scrummy nibbles preceded the opening of the 
conference by Margaret Barker as the new Chair, and the 
Mayor of Palmerston North who welcomed everyone to 
the city and what it had to offer. It was a very easy and 
happy occasion.

Nikau Walk at Westoe. Photo credit: Paul Roper-Gee

L- R Carolyn Ferraby, Margaret Barker and Liz Morrow at the openingCaccia Birch House with the very large Liriodendron 

Haemanthus Coccineus. 
Photo credit: Penny Zino

Grant Smith, Mayor of Palmerston North



CONFERENCE DAY 2- LANSDALE - VICTORIA ESPLANADE - GREENHAUGH

LANSDALE
Saturday’s first stop was Lansdale Robyn 
Tanner’s garden but originally designed by 
Alfred Buxton. This was a superb lesson in 
“less is more” The simplicity of the pond 
design throughout the garden with ponds 
that had been concreted and simply edged 
with beautiful lawn space was exceptional. 
There were arched bridges to compliment 
and a fern house all very much as Buxton 
designed all those years ago. The trees were 
noticeably his selection, and most still in 
good condition. This was loved by all.

VICTORIA ESPLANADE
A guided tour of the Central Energy 
Wildbase Recovery for Birds and National 
Rose trial garden with a talk by Hayden 
Foulds at the Botanic gardens, added huge 
interest for us all. The rose gardens were 
huge, with beds that seemed to go on 
forever!

GREENHAUGH
Lunch at Greenhaugh gardens, the 6-star 
garden of Lynne Atkins followed. Music 
welcomed everyone and the Giraffe House 
was the centre for not only lunch but a 
silent auction of plants that nurseries had 
supplied as sponsors. The auction raised 
$1,116.00 towards conference costs, with a 
few fiercely coveted plants creating a lot of 
paper-shuffling in the ‘silent’ bidding war!

Lynne’s garden is extensive and very much 
in keeping with her beautifully restored 
home, lots of interesting perennials, and a 
classical style throughout.

CONFERENCE DINNER
The conference dinner was held at the 
Chalet on the Lagoon. Dan Benarcik was 
guest speaker and shared the magic of the 
Chanticleer Garden with a very receptive 
audience. I think the food for this dinner 
was one of the best we have ever had at 
conference! 

A very big well done to Lynne and her team, 
Janet Wilson and Gordon Collier, it was a 
magic time for us all.
Penny Zino

Rose trial beds in the Dugald MacKenzie Rose Garden. Photo credit: Renee Johnson

The Giraffe House at Greenhaugh. Photo credit: Jo Alder

Inside the fern rochery.   Photo credit: Daryl SpoonerWhich way up?. Photo credit: Lyn Bebb



  GUEST SPEAKER - DAN BENARCIK

On Saturday, we really got to know our guest 
speaker, Dan Benarcik and wife Peggy Anne. Dan 
welcomed us to Lansdale in the morning and later 
on inspired us with a pot planting demonstration. At 
the conference dinner he gave us some fascinating 
insights into Chanticleer Garden in Pennsylvania 
where creates and maintains the Courtyard Garden.  
Here’s a message received on their return:

A Big American Thank You!
Except for the last two days, our trip to New Zealand 
was a dream come true. From fiords and rain forest 
to black beaches and sperm whales to the wine 
country and desert, we were awed by the beauty of 
your country. And, every kiwi we met along the way 
was so genuinely kind. 

We couldn’t have imagined how amazing our time 
in Palmerston North would be. Seeing Gordon again 
was something we’d both been looking forward to 
for a very long time. Meeting Robyn would turned 
out to be one of our most precious gifts. Getting to 
wake up at Lansdale everyday is like being in a fairy 
tale. 

The conference was marvelous. Each garden was 
so unique. The planning was flawless and the 
weather cooperated beautifully. Again, the thing 
we’ll remember most are the people. You made us 
feel so at home and all of our conversations were 
so interesting. We missed you all as we drove away. 
What a wonderful group.

Saying good bye to Gordon was sad and strange as 
he told us American Airlines was stopping their long 
haul flights. We did manage to get out on the last 
flight and came home to an altered reality. Our self 
imposed 2 week quarantine is almost over. Peggy 
Anne is working from home and Dan’s getting lots of 
yard work done! 

We are being cautious and are grateful to have a 
garden to retreat to. Please know how much we’d 
love to see you over on this side of the pond. Keep in 
touch, and stay healthy!

Thank you for a really marvelous time! 
Peggy Anne and Dan

Dan Benarcik from Chanticleer Garden gave us an 
interesting demonstration on combining different plants 
in various sized containers. His innovative way of thinking 
provided another aspect of gardening we sometimes 
overlook. 

CONFERENCE DAY 2- LANSDALE - VICTORIA ESPLANADE - GREENHAUGH

This gorgeous 
arrangement was 
just one of the 
beautiful floral 
contributions from 
Linley Wilson of 
Cottage Flowers, and 
Raeme Mickleson, 
that graced the 
conference dinner 
venue. An example 
of some the 
generous donations 
that provided 
decorations, plants 
for the auction and 
gifts for helpers.

Conference dinner arrangement created and 
sponsored by Linley Wilson, Cottage Flowers.

Dan, assisted by Sara from Greenhaugh Garden.  Photo credit: Lynne Atkins.



CONFERENCE DAY 3 - ASSESSING, AGM, PLANT RECORDS

THE INS AND OUTS OF ASSESSING
Sunday morning began with Gordon Collier’s 
presentation, The Ins and Outs of Assessing.  Gordon 
reminded us all that the assessment process gives us 
our important point of difference, assuring the visitor 
that the garden will be of a certain standard and 
providing the equivalent of a Qualmark.  He went on 
to share many of his (often hilarious) experiences as 
an assessor and went into detail about some of the 
qualities and features that assessors look for during 
their visits. These include design, lawns, planting, 
maintenance, ornamentation and the WOW factor.  
If you’d like a copy of his presentation, please get 
in touch with Julie. Sadly, it doesn’t include all the 
Gordon-esque asides and jokes!  

Lead assessor, Jan Woodhouse shared some of her 
thoughts from the most recent assesment round.  
She gave an overview of the 11-member assessing 
team noting the breadth of their experiences across 
landscape architecture and horticultural practice. 
We will be posting the assessing team’s bios on the 
website before the next round. 

There were 43 gardens assessed in November 2019, 
including eight new gardens that have added a a 
further range of styles to the NZGT ‘collection’ in 
terms of design, plant collections and the creativity 
that is the backbone of the Trust. Six of the new 
gardens are in the South Island and two in the North 
Island, once of which, Hlomo Hlomo, was included 
as a late option for our conference attendees if they 
were able to stay on Sunday. Thanks to Martin and 
Louise Badenhorst for this opportunity. It was also 
great to meet new Associates Michelle Lassche and 
Stephanie Wills at the conference. See page 10 for 
photos and links to their listings on our site.

CONFERENCE THANKS
Lynne Atkins summed up the conference with a range 
of thanks to the many people who contributed: 

* Dan and Peggy for re-arranging their Spring 
schedule to fit our Autumn time-frames

* Janet and Gordon as co-organisers
* Palmerston North City Council for great support 

with planning, venues and presentations. 
* Pauline Murphy for helping set up the auction
* Daryl Spooner for technical assistance 
* All the owners of the gardens visited, 
* The many sponsors of plants, flower 

arrangements and other goodies, 
* Liz Morrow for contributing to the goody bags

The most popular entry in the photo compeition:  Lynne 
Atkins’ great capture of Ben Conway communing with 
one of the bulls of Bulls!
Daryl and Natalye Spooner - accompanied by gorgeous 
baby Thomas - did a great job of presenting and judging 
the photo competition using a digital clapometer. You can 
see all the photos in albums on our Facebook page.

PHOTO COMPETITION

AN ‘INFORMAL’ AGM
Why informal?  Although there is no requirement for 
Trusts to hold an AGM, the Trustees were keen to 
introduce themselves, talk about what they’ve been 
working on as a Board, and to hold an open forum.  

Some key points from the session:

HUGE THANKS- to Lynne and team for organising such 
a wonderful, friendly and inspiring conference
NEW TRUST DEED - David Hobbs is working on an 
updated version more suited to our needs. It will be 
sent to Associates over the next few months so that 
it can be voted on at the next AGM. It will include the 
process for nominating and electing new Trustees.  
REGIONAL GROUPS - Daryl Spooner suggested 
developing regional groups to enhance the collegiality 
aspect of our organisation and to help promote 
gardens regionally.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Treasurer Howard Le 
Couteur presented the annual accounts to June 2019. 
These will be send out to all Associates.
FUNDRAISING - overview of current sponsorship 
opportunities and suggestions for applying for 
funding from Trusts and Foundations. Opportunities 
to advertise on the website and via partnerships with 
organisations such as Rotary.
PROFILE-RAISING: some great ideas and offers of help 
around social media - gratefully taken up! We need to 
be supplying horticultural editorial now that there are 
very few journalists writing about horticulture.
BENEFITS TO ASSOCIATES AND FRIENDS- what can we 
offer? who could we approach?  Please send ideas!



THE IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING RECORDS                                   Dr Marion McKay

Thank you
Last month we had an excellent trip to New Zealand 
thanks to the wonderful website.  Using the Gardens 
Trust site, we were able to visit 33 gardens and meet 
a number of wonderful gardeners who were very 
generous with their time in showing us their gardens.  

We were struck by how many gardeners had turned 
a patch of farm land or barren land into something 
beautiful with living plants in the course of 20-30 
years. It gave us hope for the planet by showing the 
resilience of mother nature. 

To finish the conference on a horticultural note, Dr Marion McKay of 
Massey University presented a session on the importance of developing 
and maintaining plant databases. She showed how important these are for 
conservation purposes and for managing plant biodiversity in NZ using the 
examples of the Global Rododendron Conservation and the Cultivated Plants 
Projects. 

Marion explained how aggregating data from a wide range of sources such as 
hand-written notebooks, old catalogues and digital apps provides essential 
knowledge for ongoing decision-making. She looked at options for individual 
garden owners noting that as long as the entry includes location, provenance 
and date (preferably an accession number that starts with the year) it will have 
ongoing value.
 

Others shared examples of their varied experiences with their own record-keeping (note Marion’s smile...), and 
Anthea Dalton from Eastwoodhill described the Fulcrum software app used at Eastwoodhill Arboretum.  Details 
to be found here: https://www.fulcrumapp.com/

Everyone agreed that keeping plant records is also really importance for personal use, such as helping to 
remember what is where, providing information for new owners, keeping propagation records and for 
identifying and sharing rare plants. 

 Dr Marion McKay

SOME FEEDBACK FROM INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

Sometime last year I had an enquiry through the website from Jo and Todd Monson (USA) asking for ideas about 
putting together an itinerary for garden visits in March and we had a few emails back and forth with suggestions. 
This was not particularly unusual, but it was wonderful to get a response just the other day to let us know how 
they got on - and (see the p.s. below) - what a shame we didn’t get to meet them at conference!

Here is a photo that my wife thought was our best photo and represents what we like so much about New Zea-
land. We left the land of ice and snow in Minnesota, and no matter where we were in New Zealand, ie the Kerikeri 
Mission Station to Dunedin we always saw lush green gardens. And again I will say the generosity of the garden-
ers in showing us their gardens and their commitment over time to transform a patch of land into something with 
beauty was very inspirational. 

p.s. and who knew that we would learn the difference between Palmerston and Palmerston North.  When we 
were in Palmerston, I asked about the gardening meeting that we had been hearing about, and the person point-
ed out that I was a long way from it i.e. it was in  Palmerston North

Jo and Todd Monson

Ayrlies.  Photo credit Jo Monson 2020


