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Thursday 14rd April – Pre Conference Tour 

(Drinks and snack available on bus) 
 8:30am Bus Departs Chateau on the Park 

  8:45am Arrive at Christchurch Botanic  Gardens, 5 Star garden 

 10:00am Depart   

10:45am Arrive at Broadfield NZ Landscape Garden,  6 Star garden 

 11:45am Depart   

 12:30pm Arrive at Trotts Garden, 6 Star garden – Lunch in the garden 

 2:00pm Depart 

 3:00pm Arrive at Otahuna Lodge, 5 Star garden 

 4:00pm Depart 

 4:30pm Arrive at Chateau on the Park 

Friday 15th April 

 8:30am Bus Departs Chateau on the Park 

 9:15am Arrive at Ohinetahi, 6 Star garden  

 10:45am Depart 

 12:15pm Arrive Annandale – Lunch in the garden 

 1:30pm Depart  

 2:30pm  Arrive Akaroa Potters Croft Garden – Afternoon tea in the garden 

 3:30pm Depart 

 3:45pm Arrive at the Giant’s House,  5 Star garden, Akaroa – Welcoming wine 

 4:45pm  Finish for the day 

Bus drops visitors at their accommodation 

Evening Free to explore Akaroa area 

Saturday 16th April 

Conference opens at the Gaiety Hall Theatre, Akaroa 

 9:00am Opening and welcome by  Kerei Thompson 

 9:15am Dr Richard Benfield from the USA to speak on garden tourism 

10:00am Morning tea 

10:20am  Speaker Barbara Lea Taylor  to speak on roses 

 10:45am Depart for Hinewai Reserve 

11:00am Arrive Hinewai Reserve – Hugh Wilson to speak 

 11:45am Depart for Fisherman’s Bay Garden, 5 Star garden 

12:00pm Arrive Fisherman’s Bay Garden – Lunch in the garden 

 1:30pm  Depart for Nancy Tichborne’s Garden  

 Nancy to speak on small gardens, discussing her own as well as the garden of Dianne Morcom and Edward 
McGuinniety a short walk away on Watson St. These gardens are in the heart of Akaroa. The bus will provide 
transport back to accommodation but many may wish to return by foot. 

 7:00pm Conference Dinner at the Gaiety Hall 

Sunday 17th  April 

 8:45am Gather in the Gaiety Hall 

 9:00am Helen Leach to speak on garden history in Akaroa 

 9:45am tbc 

10:15am Morning Tea 

10:30am Members’ Open Forum 

12:30pm Bus departs 

 1:00pm Arrive at The Garden at French Farm, 5 Star garden – Lunch in the garden 

 2:30pm Depart for Christchurch 

 3:30pm Arrive at the Chateau on the Park, Christchurch 
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Conference Speakers 

Dr Richard W. Benfield is Professor of Geography at Central Connecticut State University 
in New Britain, Connecticut where he teaches Human Geography, Russia, The European 
Union and many of the courses in the department’s tourism track. Prior to coming to Central 
he was Senior Program Coordinator in the Division of Continuing Education at the University 
of Oklahoma where he instructed citizens of the new Russian Federation on privatization 
and the transition to a market economy. He obtained his doctorate in geography from the 
University of Oklahoma in 1998.  
His current research interests are in biogeography, particularly garden tourism, and the use 
of tourism as a conservation tool through the great botanic gardens of the world. He has 

also published extensively and spoken widely on the geography of Floriculture. He is currently writing a book on 
the role of National Parks as locations for flora and faunal conservation, particularly endemic plant conservation in 
parks and the parks role in protecting large feline predators. In total he has travelled in over 115 countries and 
seen the botanic gardens and other private gardens in just about them all. In 2010 he travelled to the parks and 
gardens of South Africa, the Middle East, China and the Valley of Flowers, India where he researched the 
intersection of garden tourism and conservation. In the summer of 2015 he travelled to the Altai ranges of Siberia 
and Mongolia to undertake further snow leopard research. 
 

Nancy Tichborne is a NZ watercolour artist with an international following. She received 
a one-off scholarship to train at the St Martin's School of Art in London and has lived and 
worked in Great Britain and Hong Kong. Back in New Zealand she spent several happy 
years as a landscape designer, after which she and her husband Bryan set up a large 
rural garden at French Farm. Nancy is probably best known for the annual calendars she 
used to put out and has been involved in ten books, both as illustrator and writer. In 2007 
she was appointed Patron of Watercolours New Zealand. 
 

 

Hugh Wilson has undertaken strenuous and detailed botanical surveys of Mount Cook 
National Park, Stewart Island and Banks Peninsula, resulting in books, papers and 
articles aimed at both scientific and popular audiences. 
Starting in 1987, he collaborated with Maurice White to set up Hinewai reserve, and has 
been resident manager of the project ever since. Now 1250 hectares in extent, Hinewai 
is a privately owned and managed nature reserve freely open to the public, who explore 
its walking tracks as though it were a mini National Park on the doorstep of Akaroa. 
Hugh continues to research, write and illustrate botanical publications. He is a research 

Fellow of the Koiata Botanical Trust and of Manaaki Whenua / Landscape Research Ltd and a director of the 
Banks Peninsula Track Company. In 1989 he was awarded the Loder Cup for his work with New Zealand flora, 
and in 1991 the Linnaean Society of London presented him with their Bloomer Medial for his contributions to 
botany. 
 

Helen Leach is an Emeritus Professor of Anthropology at the University of Otago and a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand.  
Helen has a special interest in the anthropology of domestic life, including cooking and 
gardening. Her doctoral research in the 1970s was on the prehistoric gardens of Palliser 
Bay. In 1980–1981 she held a Rhodes Visiting Fellowship in Oxford and researched the 
history of the gardening techniques introduced here by European colonists. The 
resulting book, 1,000 Years of Gardening in New Zealand (1984) was followed by a 
critical study of myths and fashions in garden history entitled Cultivating Myths (2000). 
With her sisters Mary Browne and Nancy Tichborne, she has co-authored ten books on 
growing and cooking vegetables and on bread making. Her most recent book is 

Kitchens, a history of the New Zealand kitchen in the 20
th
 century. She was awarded the Royal New Zealand 

Institute of Horticulture’s Medal for contributions in Garden History in 2008. 
 
Barbara Lea Taylor is a well-known garden writer throughout New Zealand. She has written three books about 
roses and for many years was editor of the quarterly magazine of the New Zealand Heritage Rose Society. She is 
a passionate gardener & extremely knowledgeable about growing roses. She is also a regular columnist & 
contributor to the New Zealand Gardener magazine. She lives in an 1850’s cottage in Akaroa where she grows 
her roses in a gorgeous garden that slopes to a stream and a meadow of wild flowers. 

 


	LES BEAUX JARDINS D'AKAROA  FRONT PAGE
	NZGT Conference 2016  Les Beaux Jardins d'Akaroa Programme
	NZGT Conference 2016 Les Beaux Jardins d'Akaroa  Speakers

